How to use these resources 
About these resources
These resources were created by Catherine Owen, Head of Geography at The King Alfred School Academy in Somerset, in partnership with the Bristol Temple Quarter team.
Catherine has used and tested versions of these resources with her GCSE Geography students for the past two years. They have been designed to support the AQA GCSE Geography human fieldwork investigation.
We are grateful to the Geographical Association for allowing us to adapt ideas and data collection resources from their guide, Fieldwork in Bristol: View the Guide to Fieldwork in Bristol

How we use these resources at The King Alfred School Academy
We typically have around 90 GCSE Geography students each year, so we split them into two groups and visit Temple Quarter over two separate days.
Students study the Urban Issues and Challenges topic at the start of Year 10. The fieldwork takes place in October, before half term, so students already have some knowledge of the area.
Before the visit
Students spend one lesson preparing for the fieldwork. This lesson can be found on the resources page of the Bristol Temple Quarter Website. 
During this lesson:
· Students receive a copy of the write-up booklet.
· Teachers work through the preparation presentation.
· Students learn not only what they will be doing, but also why the fieldwork is being carried out in this way.
· There is time for discussion and questions.

Fieldwork day
Getting started
· Students receive individual copies of the results booklet (printed onto A4)
· We travel by train to Bristol Temple Meads. Upon arrival, we recommend using the toilets in the station. There are no toilets in Bristol Temple Meads past the Gatelines. 
· While we are in the station, we give students a briefing, explaining the importance of Bristol Temple Meads, and pointing out the different aspects of Temple Quarter which we can see, aiming to give students a sense of place. 
· We remind students about the purpose of the fieldwork and key safety information.

Walking route and key stopping points
We leave Temple Meads via Station Approach and pause to brief students about the regeneration of the area, including the Engine Shed.
We then walk along Temple Gate, taking note of the Bristol Temple Quarter Community Hub, and turn down Cattle Market Road, and pause outside the University of Bristol Temple Quarter Enterprise Campus (opening September 2026).
This campus has areas accessible to the public, so you may wish to visit it before carrying out the fieldwork. More information can be found here. 
We also pause at Brock’s Bridge Way to explain to students how the ‘island’ was going to be used for an Arena but is now going to be a mixed-use development. More information can be found here. 
There is then a choice of walking along Feeder Road to the junction with Albert Road, or along the riverside path, emerging onto Albert Road next to the Bristol Animal Rescue Centre. 
Walking along the road gives students a better sense of the place, but walking by the river gives the idea of how this is a place of contrasts and is safter. 

Data collection site 1: Bristol Animal Rescue Centre
This location provides enough space for students to complete their first data collection activity.
At this stage:
· Teachers work through data collection with students, taking time and checking that students are taking quality records. 
· One member of staff (often a learning support assistant) fills out their own set of data which can be used with students who have missed the visit.
· In wet weather, it’s better for students to work in groups and use pencils rather than pens.
We then continue along Albert Road, the turn right onto Totterdown Bridge to cross the River Avon. We walk along Bath Road to Paintworks, our second site.

Data collection site 2: Paintworks
At Paintworks, students have a 25-minute break:
· Food, drinks and toilets are available.
· Students may also bring their own lunch and sit by the river.
· Students are carefully briefed on how to behave in this area and the Paintworks staff have always been extremely helpful and welcoming. Learn more about Paintworks: Visit Paintworks Bristol
After the break, students complete their second set of data collection activities, with less input from the teachers – but still careful checking!
We then retrace our steps along Bath Road, Totterdown Bridge and Albert Road, but this time turn right onto Feeder Road when we reach the junction so that students can collect their third set of data, which is done fairly independently. 

Data collection site 3: Feeder Road
By this stage:
· Students tend to work more independently, and data collection takes less time.
· As teachers are giving fewer instructions they have a great opportunity to move between groups, asking questions about how the data collection is going and getting students to start evaluating what they are doing. 
After walking back to the junction of Feeder Road and Albert Road we walk down Avon Street to Temple Quay, where students carry out their final data collection

Data collection site 4: Temple Quay
The final data collection takes place at Temple Quay.
Once completed:
· Students hand in their A4 sheets.
· They are given a lunch break restricting the area they are allowed in to the pedestrianised areas of Temple Quay. 
· There are several shops for them to buy food and drinks and outdoor seating areas, with a food market twice a week 
· If students want to buy a Sainsbury’s meal deal a member of staff takes a group across Avon Street.
· We always make sure FSM students can pick up their lunches before we leave school, so everyone has food. 
After lunch, we return to school by train and arrive before the end of the school day.


After the field visit
In the first lesson after the visit:
· Students receive their write-up booklet and results sheets - putting the results sheet inside the write up ones makes a booklet (without having the risk of their write up sheets getting ruined on the field visit).
· They are then given the secondary research sheet and complete this using school iPads, adding this sheet to their booklet They organise all materials into a single fieldwork booklet.
· Next they write up the rest of their findings on the sheets provided, again adding these to their booklet.
· Students could print some of their photographs and add annotations to show us what they tell us in relation to the hypothesis.
Throughout the process, it is important to focus on:

· Why different presentation methods are used, not just what they are doing.
· The difference between data collection and data presentation, which students often confuse in exams questions. 
We usually spend two lessons completing the write-up. The presentation we use is included on the BTQ resource page.

Final lesson
The final lesson of the fieldwork write up should focus on the data interpretation, conclusion and evaluation sections of the write up sheet. Students may want to use extension pages so that they can add more detail.
This lesson is especially important because the 9-mark question in AQA GCSE Geography Paper 3 is always based on conclusions and evaluation of their own fieldwork. 
Students then:
· Revise their fieldwork as homework.
· Complete an assessment in the following lesson.
· Hand in their booklets, which are stored safely until Year 11 for revision purposes.

Have fun on your trip to Bristol Temple Quarter!


